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The drumbeat of change is heard throughout the Church ofGasss and it
is reverberating loudly in the halls of children's muyistDarrel Fraley, who
has been a good friend of MCMA and many other Associatiangd the
country offersl1 Recent Trends in Children's MinistryYou may find them
in complete form on his websitevw.darrellfraley.com. Consider what this
veteran children's pastor sees:

1. Increased emphasis on child care over children's mstry. Actual
teaching is replaced with mere supervision.

2. Increased appetite for plug-n-play programs over curriala and live
interactive human instruction. Cheaper and less time-consuming electronic
options are replacing flesh and blood communication.

3. Increase of facilitators replacing children's pastos. Especially in larger
church settings, administrative functionaries replac®opas

4. Emphasis on administration in children's ministryover creative effort.
Educational content gives way to the narrow concern gifougical safety in
the classroom.

5. Sports programming replaces Bible programs.To compete with
community based athletics, churches are organizing theileagues.

6. Emphasis on closed facilities over open campus access. a security
measure, lockdown secure environments will be the rule.

7. Emphasis on copycat programming over local needs and stegly. A
trend to adopt wholesale the curriculum or program offenathurch, rather
than carefully analyze and respond to your own situation.

8. Replication of programming in multiple video satellitecampuses over
planting independent churches. In this style of church, the orbital children's
programming is cookie-cutter with the "mother church.”

9. Decrease in child friendly adult worship. Children are less welcome to
attend worship with parents; as a result they are natifgapublic meeting
etiquette and listening skills.

10. Increase in internet church education and conneon. More and more
information and interpersonal connection will be via the.we

11. Higher programming expectations and lower parent involvemen
Parents increasingly "dump and run"--dropping off kida/hatever
programming is happening on Sunday or otherwise with littleoo
involvement themselves.

The above is a prophetic warning for the Church. Brothereawvhose heart
is committed to the emerging generation of kids being servidds
environment, sees a great need to get children's mibistky/on track.

Think through the above trends; identify the weaknessesenhia them;
determine in your local situation to avoid or limit thef@hildren growing up
right now in these challenging times deserve the personal, Jaglagonal,
and Bible-based ministry that has historically bempleasized in the Church.
May God give you grace and energy to provide it where you are!
Timothy A. Johnson, Executive Director
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The Church Ministries
Institutes with the theme:
Always Advancing: Following
Christ's Forward Lead in the
Church concluded March 17,
serving nearly 225 people in
Bemidiji, Brainerd Area, and
Duluth. Attendees appreciated

the good training and fellowship.

The Pastors’ Roundtable
discussion series concluded on
April 19", finishing twelve
wonderful rounds of stimulating
discussion over the last three
months in Roseville, Richfield,
Duluth, and Brainerd. Over 45
pastors received the book,
Experiential Worship through
this ministry.

Wrinkled by Life?- MCMA's
On-Target Seminaron
women's retreat ministry was a
great success on April 21st with
25 churches from 12 different
denominations benefiting from
the training and resources at
Prairie Lutheran Church.

MCMA Africa continues to
grow. Tim Johnson’s 10th
missions trip to Nigeria, joined
with Pastor Ivan Veldhuizenof
Edinbrook ChurchMay 14-31,
involve another series of trainin
conferences, consultation with
national leadership, literature

distribution, and revival services.

Pray for the upcoming

Minnesota Church Expo.

Pray forMCMA Africa.

Pray for our financial needs
which continue apace.

Pray for the Board of Director
as they begin a new service yes
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Power Iotivation: These books by Christian Perspscti
Encouraging Words Tim Johnson In The Public &qus
to Inspire available for " cnmsTian A Comp_llgtlam of Ti
Church Leaders $5.00 each. . Johnsgpistually
Be affirmed in your work  Give them as Speakévgspaper
Be challenged in gifts; use them for columns. Enjoy his
yDisty) adult discussion W R insights on 3érdiffe
Be encouraged about th| groups. Proceeds vt e issues with $ritua
impact ybare! go to distribution Personal enrichmrenr?tral implications:
Be renewed in your enthusiasm! of Bibles and Sharpening spiritual berceptions
Be energized with fresh vision! other literature in Discussion-starters for adult Bible stt
Enjoy fifty-three articles; each a word of ho Africa. and classes.
for your church. A great qift for pastors, led A gift for friends and family.
teachers and church workers.

You may order these books by dropping us an email w ith shipping information. We can bill
either you or your church and with this issue of th e Intercom....we offer FREE SHIPPING _to

you. If you wish to order by mail: send in a check made to MCMA or your VISA or Mastercard
information to the address above.

Calling All Church Workers

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2007 ‘ I Ei
Edinbrook Church - 4300 Edinbrook Pwky. - Brooklyn Park oo

Ruth A. Tucker - Author of Left Behind in a Megachurch World -  Keynote Speaker
Bill Allison - Nationally known teacher/leadership trainer and
Director of CADRE Ministries - Keynoter

Dynamic training for everyone serving in your church with an excellent faculty of speakers.
First-rate exhibit hall filled with resources.

For program information — contact MCMA: 952-934-6777 - email: information@mcmaonline.org

"Our group of both pastors and laypeople enjoyed last year's Church Expo immensely and felt it was a
worthwhile investment of our time. We were impressed with how much was packed into a one-day
conference. Not only were we inspired and motivated, but we received practical ideas that could be
readily implemented in our respective areas of ministry. We're looking forward to sending even more
of our leaders and teachers to the Church Expo this fall.”

Paul Kling, Evangelical Free Church, Watertown, MN

MINNESOTA CHURCH EXPO INFORMATION REQUEST -- Brochu res available by June 30th
Dear MCMA--1 would like to order the following number of MN Church Expo program brochures for

distribution at my church: brochures Your Name
Send them to the address to the right. Thanks. Church Address
City/State/Zip

Return to MCMA - PO Box 1186 - Mtka, MN 55345 Phone
or email to information@mcmaonline.org. Email




