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Signs of autumn are all over the place, including church parking lots filled once again 
with their school year activity.  Yet, if we believe what some experts are telling us, that 
may not last long. 
 

Church sociologist George Barna’s new book entitled, Revolution, describes a 
developing phenomenon identified in his research.  More and more people of faith have 
given up on local churches and have chosen to pursue a personalized course of spiritual 
involvements, simply choosing not to be part of an organized local assembly. 
 

Barna's research indicates that if trends continue, within twenty years churches will lose 
about 50% of their current “market share.”  People increasingly will get involved in a 
personally-crafted combination of spiritual disciplines, public events, and occasional 
church attendance—but not be identified as member of any one local congregation. 
 

Though the reality of privatized faith may have been common through our history, what 
Barna identifies goes deeper than previous expressions of individualized religion.  If his 
predictions are true (and that is a sizable if!) the wave of non-involvement that is about 
to break on us will spell the end of many congregations in the community. 
 

For those committed to local churches or religious assemblies—should these trends just 
be accepted—or is there something worth striving for that people pulling away from 
formal organizations need to realize?  Let me suggest the following response:  
 

1.  Recognize that there is a reason that people quit attending.  Barna’s research 
makes it clear that those dropping out of regular attendance are frustrated over how their 
church does things or suits their personal needs and tastes.  If people pull away, 
leadership must ask honestly if there is something that needs to be done differently to 
marshal the involvement and allegiance of people. 
 

2.  Recognize the need to challenge people’s motivations for attending.  While the 
“revolutionaries” may be motivated by their own personal preferences, members of the 
church must be challenged about the selfless nature of  involvement in the Body of 
Christ.  It is the sacrifice of our immediate comfort or personal satisfaction that 
contributes to the health of the whole Body.   
 

Unfortunately as Americas,  we custom-design our lives from a cafeteria of choices with 
just the combination of work, play, entertainment, and dash of relationships that suit us.  
Making our lives available to others limits our choices on the great smorgasbord! 
 

For the Christian Church, however, a prerequisite for meaningful membership in the 
ranks of the faithful is flesh and blood commitment of time, energy, and emotion to the 
wider body.  Without regular involvement in a particular church, Christians become 
disconnected from the very Body in which they claim membership.  They are not able to 
prod fellow members toward personal growth; they miss corporate worship and service; 
and they are robbed of the benefit of being a recognized member of a caring community.  
 

Those who favor the abstraction of disconnected religious experience may not even 
realize they are depriving themselves of a degree of joy and fulfillment.  That is why 
pastors and people must remind each other of the great value there is in that connection. 
 

I have officiated at dozens of funerals over the years.  Those who are church people  
often have wonderful eulogies offered about lives that have been invested in humanity 
for good.  Those without church connection generally have meager words of memorial 
offered on their behalf.  The sorrow in the room, also, can almost be cut with a knife. 
 

In life and in death individuals are far better off to have a meaningful link with a local 
body of faith where they have identity and purpose.  May this common sense reality 
somehow be communicated even to the “revolutionaries” among us who seem 
determined to go it on their own. 
    Timothy A. Johnson, Executive Director 
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The Minnesota Church Expo  
at Edinbrook Church on October 
1st attracted nearly 50 churches 
from Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 
Iowa.  There were over 200 
people in attendance--with great 
enthusiasm and spirit. 
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Confirmed events for 

the coming year include: 
 

Church Ministries Institutes 
March 11--Bethany Baptist 

In Duluth 
April 1--Christ Community 

In Nisswa 
 

Minnesota Church EXPO 
September 30 

Edinbrook Church 
Brooklyn Park 

 

On-Target Seminars 
Four events located around the 
State focusing in on a specific 

training topic area.  Some 
dynamic new themes for 2006 

are being developed at this 
writing. 

______________________________________ 
 

NEW Books by Tim Johnson 
Please note the outer panel of 
this Intercom with ordering 
information on Christian 
Perspectives in the Public 
Square  and  Power Motivation! 
________________________________________ 
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�  For immediate financial needs. 
   A $30,000 year-end goal will 
   help us to meet obligations. 
�  For God's guidance in the  
   development of our 2006  
   program for USA & Africa. 
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Minnesota Church Ministries Association 
PO Box 1186  
Minnetonka, MN  55345 
 
 
 
952-934-6777 
information@mcmaonline.org  

 

         

 Power Motivation:  Encouraging 
Words to Inspire Church Leaders 
�  Be affirmed in your work! 
�  Be challenged in your ministry! 
�  Be encouraged about the impact 
     you are having! 
�  Be renewed in your enthusiasm! 
�  Be energized with fresh vision! 
Enjoy fifty-three articles; each a 
word of hope for your church.   
A great gift for pastors, leaders, 
teachers and church workers. 

              

Christian Perspectives In The 
Public Square 
A compilation of Tim Johnson's 
Spiritually Speaking newspaper 
columns.  Enjoy his insights on 36 
different issues with spiritual or  
moral implications: 
�  Personal enrichment. 
�  Sharpening spiritual perceptions. 
�  Discussion-starters for adult 
     Bible studies and classes.   
�  A gift for friends and family. 

 

 
   

Mail Order Price:  $6.00 ea.  -  10 or more--$5.00 ea.  -  Proceeds go to literature distribution in Africa. 
Purchase these books and help distribute Bibles and reference books to African Pastors. 

 
Send order, shipping address, correct payment in check made to MCMA to:  MCMA - PO Box 1186 - Minnetonka, MN  55345 

Questions about these publications?  Call or write--952-934-6777 - 800-474-0326 or email: information@mcmaonline.org 
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