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Signs of autumn are all over the place, including dhyarking lots filled once again
with their school year activity. Yet, if we believdnat some experts are telling us, that
may not last long.

Church sociologist George Barna’s new book entifReljolution describes a
developing phenomenon identified in his research. More and peogge of faith have
given up on local churches and have chosen to pursueanalzed course of spiritual
involvements, simply choosing not to be part of an degghlocal assembly.

Barna's research indicates that if trends continue, witkenty years churches will lose
about 50% of their current “market share.” People irsingdy will get involved in a
personally-crafted combination of spiritual disciplingsblic events, and occasional
church attendance—but not be identified as memberyobaea local congregation.

Though the reality of privatized faith may have been comthi@ugh our history, what
Barna identifies goes deeper than previous expressionsiatlumlized religion. If his

predictions are true (and that is a sizable if!) theeaaf non-involvement that is about
to break on us will spell the end of many congregatinrise community.

For those committed to local churches or religiousrasties—should these trends just
be accepted—or is there something worth strivingtfat people pulling away from
formal organizations need to realize? Let me sudbedbllowing response:

1. Recognize that there is a reason that people quit atiding. Barna’'s research
makes it clear that those dropping out of regular attendaeceustrated over how their
church does things or suits their personal needs and téfspesple pull away,
leadership must ask honestly if there is something #tdsto be done differently to
marshal the involvement and allegiance of people.

2. Recognize the need to challenge people’s motivatsofor attending. While the
“revolutionaries” may be motivated by their own persomefgzences, members of the
church must be challenged about the selfless natuirevofvement in the Body of
Christ. It is the sacrifice of our immediate comfarpersonal satisfaction that
contributes to the health of the whole Body.

Unfortunately as Americas, we custom-design our lives fa cafeteria of choices with
just the combination of work, play, entertainment, aashdof relationships that suit us.
Making our lives available to others limits our cheiom the great smorgasbord!

For the Christian Church, however, a prerequisite fommgéul membership in the
ranks of the faithful iflesh and blood commitment of time, energy, and emotion to th
wider body. Without regular involvement in a particular church, Craist become
disconnected from the very Body in which they claienmbership. They are not able t
prod fellow members toward personal growth; they misgarate worship and service;
and they are robbed of the benefit of being a recognizetbereof a caringommunity.

Those who favor the abstraction of disconnected melgjexperience may not even
realize they are depriving themselves of a degree ofrjdyfdfillment. That is why
pastors and people must remind each other of the gakesgt there is in that connection.

I have officiated at dozens of funerals over the yed@isse who are church people
often have wonderful eulogies offered about lives that baee invested in humanity
for good. Those without church connection generally haaager words of memorial
offered on their behalf. The sorrow in the room, atsm, almost be cut with a knife.

In life and in death individuals are far better off to haveeaningful link with a local
body of faith where they have identity and purpose. Meycommon sense reality
somehow be communicated even to the “revolutionariesing us who seem
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